FRENCH INDO-CHINA
that was making France detested in the colony. The government had
either to buy off the company at its own price or face a lawsuit in which
it had always been unlucky. It was even more difficult to find a revenue
substitute. Current budget reports showed that the government was
hedging. The 1911 budget reporter had been indignant, the 1912
reporter silent, that of 1913 conciliatory. The chief concern seemed
to be in removing the word monopoly, which had become odious to
Parliamentary ears, rather than in attacking the evil at its root. Despite
reiterated official promises, the monopoly was retained—in fact if not
in name. Sarraut had prolonged the contract with the monopolist
manufacturers for ten more years. It was argued, in justification, that
the price was now reduced, that the official alcohol was healthier
than the native, and that its flavour had finally been adjusted to Anna-
mite taste. This did little to mitigate the discontent of the natives, both
as consumers and as taxpayers. In addition, the government had deceived
them. Far more than opium, the alcohol monopoly has been a source of
political grievance.
Discontent, though less violent, continued to stir native opinion.
Hie 1921 edict did little to alter the situation. Fraud and continued
coKtrafcand both involved and caused vexations by the Regie's agents.
The nwnopoEes have formed one of the major grievances of the
Natio&aiist party. In 1931 the Grand Conseil asked for the complete
suppression of the monopoly in two years, with the expiration of the
contact. It is greatly to Pasquier's credit that he accomplished
needed reform* in spite of all the pressure brought to bear
upon him. Dividends of the Fontaine Distilleries had risen from 40 per
in 1914 to 2QQ per cent in 1925, Thirty-five years of experience
finally convinced the government that the political aspect of the
infinitely more important than its fiscal signi-
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